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Los Angeles Black Business Expo Retools its Lineup for 2005
LOS ANGELES (October 18, 2005) – The Los Angeles Black Business Expo will continue its mission to link consumers with quality black business owners October 28-30, 2005 at the Los Angeles Convention Center. “We’re the biggest event in town and we have something for everyone,” remarked Harold Hambrick, Expo president.
Themed as “The New Face of Women In Business,” Expo weekend will showcase the new, the familiar and Expo favorites that will educate, inform and entertain young and old.  The Los Angeles Black Business Expo runs from 12 noon to 8:00 p.m., Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  

Among the women business owners featured at BBX2005 are Desireé Edwards of Watts Coffee House, Gail Hawkins of Arrivals, which offers unique gifts and furniture from around the world, and actress Wendy Raquel Robinson, whose Amazing Grace Conservatory performance studio for children will also have a booth at the Expo.  After the campaign was complete, Robinson went on the road with the play “Cheaters” so actress  Karyn Parsons will stand in at Opening Ceremonies.
But the men are being recognized as well.  The editor of Black Enterprise Magazine, Alfred Edmunds, Jr. will headline the Black Enterprise Financial Empowerment Seminar, Friday, Oct. 28, 2005, 1:30-3:30 PM.  Kevin Cohee, president of the nation’s largest Black-owned bank, OneUnited Ban, will make the introduction.
On Friday, October 28 as part of the Opening Ceremonies of the Los Angeles Black Business Expo, KCBS-TV Sports Anchor Jim Hill receives the Expo’s Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is being presented to Hill in recognition of his contributions to the Los Angeles community in the areas of economic investment, sports fitness, education and drug abuse prevention.

The Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented to Hill at 11:00 a.m., Friday, October 28 at the Los Angeles Convention Center.

The Expo will also feature the popular “West Coast GospeLive,” hosted by Aundrae Russell of KJLH radio’s “Spread The Word.”  The concert will take place from 2:00 p.m to 6:00 p.m., Sunday, October 30 on the main stage of the Los Angeles Convention Center’s Tom Bradley Hall.

“West Coast GospeLive” features a stellar line up of some of gospel music’s biggest stars.  Among the artists bringing their joyful noise to the Los Angeles Black Business Expo are Mary, Mary of Sony Gospel; Lisa McClendon and Faithful Central Bible Church, both of Integrity Gospel; Darwin Hobbs of EMI Gospel; Eddie Baltrip of Alliant Music; and Ahnjel of Tribe Media.  Other performers will include Denetria Champ and Gospel Wonders of JDI Records; Martin’s Favor of NITRAM Entertainment; Mickey Bridges, the Praise Brothers and Mys Chelle.
In addition, Russell will broadcast “Spread the Word” live on KJLH from the Expo’s main stage.
Why is the Expo so late?  “Our dates, which fall on the weekend before Halloween, actually kick off the holiday shopping period and we want to make sure that our businesses are considered when gifts and holiday supplies are being purchased,” said Harold Hambrick, President, Los Angeles Black Business Expo. Next year the show will be back to its regular September dates.

“Whether you are looking for one of a kind gifts or want to spruce up your home for the holidays, African American business owners can supply what you need,” said Expo Director Myra Wallace. “For one weekend, the Expo brings them all together under one roof, to make it easy for you to find them and get some ideas.”

This year’s Expo features the addition of a Fantasy Hair Show on Sunday coordinated by Doris Mosely who hosts spectacular hair shows, and the much awaited West Coast Fashion Show this year has been re-designed as a Top Model competition. The male and female winners, which will be selected Oct 29 at the standing room only fashion event of the year, will be awarded over $4000 in cash and prizes. Also, the West Coast Urban Idol competition and the Black Enterprise Magazine Business Institute have been retooled and are now been loaded with surprises. 

The Farmer’s Money Management Pavilion is back stronger than ever.  "Farmers is proud to sponsor the Money Management Pavilion. We wanted to sponsor this area as a reminder to everyone that Farmers offers a wide array of products and services including money management products/services - Mutual funds, IRAs, 
Roths, Annuities, Pension Plans and more! " said Kenneth Adams, Public Relations Manager, Farmers.
Hambrick reminds us, the 400 businesses that will exhibit are the stars of the show:  Long time exhibitors will début new products and new exhibitors will offer products and services that are unique and promise to be the talk of the town. 

BBX2005 is being presented by OneUnited Bank; Premiere sponsors are:  Farmers, City of Los Angeles, Comerica, PacifiCare African American Health Solutions, Black Enterprise Magazine; Sponsors are: Theme Sponsor: Lawrys; Sponsors: Wells Fargo, Union Bank, Washington Mutual, Superior Market, and Guidant.

For more details about the 17th Annual Los Angeles Black Business Expo and Trade Show, visit www.expoupdate.com or call (323) 290-4743.  The 24 hour line is (323) 281-EXPO.
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